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Tuorspay, March the 20th, 1755. 





sPerfonam, thyrfumque tenent, et fubligar Acci. Juv. 
To Mr. Fitz-ApDam. — 


y% AM left guardian to three young 

ladies, whofe father was my intimate 

ae acquaintance at the time he made 

~ his addreffes to their late mother: 

and, I very well remember he could 

not obtain admittance till he had 

firft setanal himfelf the ornament of a ftar and ribbon, 
and would never have gained the lady but from the 
happy thought of adding another lace to his liveries. 
As it appeared to me that his fuccefs was owing to 
thefe exteriors, I conceived no great opinion pf the 
good fenfe of his lady ; but as the made my friend a 
good wife, I reflected that the might juftly be influen- 
ced by the ribbon, as it marked the confequence of her 
lover, and by the additional lace, as it feemed to be- 
{peak his riches. It is however ftill a doubt with me 
whether 
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whether fhe ever felt a fincere paffion for the man the 
amatried ; and what encreafes this doubt, is, that I could 
never difcover in either of her daughters any fymptom 
of what I can properly call love. ~The eldeft, who 
reads romances, is continually profeffing a fincere dif- 
‘pofition to requite (after 4 proper time) the pains of 
one who fhall enterprize, fight, ftarve,. or catch cold 
for her. The fecond would be happy with a {care-crow, 
who, with the dignity of a title, fhould difcover what the 
calls a Tafte, in tricking out his perfon with embroidery, 
laces, jewels and trinkets. The third would never de- 
fire to fee the object of her paffion, provided fhe might 
receive reams of paper filled with flames, darts, arrows, 
and fuch miflive weapons, which do moft execution 
froma diftance. Laft week my three wards came into 
amy room, -defiring Icave to go to the next mafquerade. 
I gave a hafty confent, imagining there could be no 
«danger for ladies whom I knew to be fafe on the fide 
<of love; but fince I have recollected my thoughts, I 
-am apprehenfive that the eldeft may be caught by fome 
avanturier with founding lap guage and a remantic ha- 
‘bit; the fecond by a Turkith emperor not worth ten 
chequins; and. the youngeft by a fmoothed- tongued 
flattering poet, who when he has pulled of his bor- 
rowed shabit of a fhepherd, has pene no other to 
‘put on. . 

You will not be furprized, after this reprefentation, 
to hear me complain of the diftrefs my promife has 
brought upon me; but as I never break my word with 
them, I muft for once truft them to their fate. But I 
cannot forbear entreating you, while the impreffion is 
{trong in my mind, to write a paper on the dangerous 
confequences which thefe fantaftic diverfions may bring 
on young people, by giving a wild and extravagant turn 


to 
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to their imaginations. You will perhaps wonder to hear 
the effe@s which my rath confent has already produced. 
‘This morning I found the eldeft: of my» young ladies 
dreffed out, as fhe told me, in the character of Cyrus, 
in a fuit of Perfian armour of her own contrivance. The 
fecond who is of a large fize, and has contracted a re- 
markable unwieldinefs by the ftate fhe obferves in never 
moving off her couch, was at the fame time under the 
hands of one of the dancers at the theatre, who was 
lacing her up in a habit made after that which the 
wears herfelf in one of her ferious dances. The young- 
eft was a mufe, and exprefled great fatisfaction in the 
negligent flow of her robe, but complained that the 
had not fettled her bead. 1 could not help faying I was. 
forry I had contributed my part to the wunjfettling it. 
This was very ill received; which indeed I might have 
forefeen, as well from the oppofition which it implied 
to her diverfion, as-becaufe the mufe, of all things in. 
the world, detefts a pun. 

Tuis, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is a very ominous beginning. 
of an affair which ].am afraid will have a worfe. end. 
If it be attended with any of the confequences which I 
apprehend, you fhall hear farther from me ; in the mean 
time I hope to hear from You on this fubje&, and am . 
SIR, 

Yeur humble fervant, 
PRUDENTIO. 

As I have received no farther intelligence from_this* 
correfpondent, and as it is now near a month fince his 
letter came to hand, I am ‘apt to think that none of. 
thofe dreadful confequences have happened which he 
fo greatly apprehended, and that the three ladies efca- 
ped without any other accident than now and then. 


a laugh at their affectation, | 
I 
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I must confefs I am one:of thofe’ who think a maf- 
«querade an innocent amufement, and that people have 
long fince left off going to it with any defign either good 
or bad: not that the vices objected to it are left off, but 
that they are carried:on with lefs difficulty in other places, 
and without the fufpicion that would attend them there. 
And I may venture to fay, if people will keep from the 
dangers of the gaming-table, they will run no other 
hazard at the mafquerade than that of making themfelves 
ridiculous. Iwill go ftill farther, by protefting againft 
the injuftice of charging this diverfion in particular with 
the mifchiefs of play, or the affected follies mentioned 
in mycorrefpondent'’s letver, by fuppofing that the men 
game higher, or that the women drefs more fantaftically 
in the Haymarket than elfewhere. That it is an un- 
profitable amufement, and not worth the anxiety and 
pains that are ufually beftowed upon it, I very readily 
acknowledge, ‘but have nothing farther to fay againft it. 

Anp here I cannot help obferving, for the information 
of the declaimer againft the prefent times,- that our an- 
ceftérs beftowed more thought and trouble on their ela- 
borate fodlefies of this kind, than their pofterity have 
done fince ; and that they were fometimes attended with 
more dangerous-confequences. Witnefs the famous Balet 
des Ardens, where Charles the fixth of France and feve- 
ral young gentlemen of his court, in order to reprefent 
favages, endeavoured to imitate hair by fticking flax upon 
their clofe jackets of canvas, which were befmeared for 
that purpofe with pitch and other inflammable matter, 
and all, excepting the king, chained themfelves together 
fo faft, that a fpark of fire from a flambeau falling upon 
one of their dreffes, burnt two of them to death before 
they could be feparated, and fcorched the ‘others fo that 


the greateft part of them died in a few days. 
HENRY 
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_ Henry the eighth was the firft who brought thefe 
diverfions into England ; and as they were very amufing 
from their novelty, they were frequently exhibited in 
that reign with great fuccefs. Itis perhaps to a building 
erected by that monarch for an occafional mafquerade, 
that the firft idea of Ranelagh owes it’s ‘birth. It will 
not, I believe, be denied that the modern Ranelagh is 
rather an improvement upon the old one ;'a defcription of 
which, together with the difafter that befel it, is thus 
particularly fet forth by the hiftorian of thofe times. 


‘© Tue king-caufed to be builded a banqueting-houfe, 
eight hundred feet in compafs, like a theatre after a 
goodly device, builded in fuch manner as (1 think) 
was never feen. And in the midft of the fame ban- 
queting-houfe was fet up a great pillar of timber, made 
of eight great mafts, bound together with iron bands 
for to hold them together: for it was a hundred and 
thirty four feet in length, and coft fix pounds thirteen 
fhillings and fourpence tofet it upright. The ban- 
queting-houfe was covered over with canvas faftened 
with ropes and iren as faft as might be devifed; and 
within the faid houfe was painted the heavens with 
ftars, fun, moon and clouds, with divers other 
things made above over men’s heads. And about the 


_ high pillar of timber that ftood upright in the midft, 


was made ftages of timber for organs and other inftru- 
ments to ftand upon, and men to play on them. 
But in the morning of the fame day wherein the build- 
ing was accomplifhed, the wind began to rife, and at 
night blew off the canvas and all the elements, with 
the ftars, fun, moon and clouds, and all the king’s 
feats that were made with great riches, befides all 


other things were all dafhed and loft.” 


Tuus 
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Tuus fell the firft Ranelagh, though built (accordin g 
to this hiftorian) as ftrong as. could be devifed. The 
modcrn Ranelagh has proved.itfelf to be a ftronger build- 
ing, having as yet been aflected by no ftorms but 
thofe of the: legiflature: and (if our miagiftrates had 
thought proper) we might ftill have challenged all 
Europe to fhew us the diverfion of a mafquerade in the 
perfection with which it was there exhibited, either for 
the fpacioufnefs of the room, the beauty of the ladies, 
the {plendor of their jewels, or the elegance of their 
habits. That the choice of the latter may no longer be 
a torture to the invention, or occafion the fame hurry, 
embarraffment and difappointment that I am told have 
happened on fome late occafions, it may be proper to 
take notice that, my ingenious and accurate friend, Mr: 
Jefferys of St. Martin’s lane, is now engraving fele& re- 
prefentations of the moft approved modes. of drefs of all 
thofe nations who have difcovered either tafte, or fancy in 
that {cience. And I hope that in this undertaking he 
~ willacquit himfelf as well to the polite world, as he has 
to the commercial by the great care and pains he has be- 
{towed in afcertaining the geography of thofe parts of the 
globe with which this country is moft particularly cone 
neéted, and which may fometimes furnith topics for con- 
verfation to the full as entertaining as the moft earneft 
preparations for a fub{cription mafquerade. 
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